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March 16, 2020 Re: COVID-19 
 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
Remember how Paul always addressed his letters to the churches in the New Testament?  “To the saints in 
Ephesus…”, “To all the saints in Christ Jesus at Philippi…”, et al.  Paul does this, because he recognizes that 
the followers of Christ are citizens of two separate kingdoms.  Every one of us is born into the kingdom of the 
world.  But when Jesus speaks to Nicodemus (John 3), he speaks of being born again into a different kingdom: 
the Kingdom of God. 
 
Like that ancient church, you maintain citizenship in two kingdoms.  With the hope we have in Christ—the 
forgiveness of our sins; the victory over death, hell, and Satan; and the promises of eternal life—it’d be entirely 
easy to check out of this world and focus on what’s to come in Christ.  That is not what God calls us to do. 
 
When the people of God were forced to leave their home and move to a new city during the Babylonian exile, 
the prophet Jeremiah wrote them a letter.  He said, “Seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have 
carried you into exile.  Pray to the Lord for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper.” (Jer 29:7)  Two 
kingdoms—where the spiritual kingdom of God blesses the temporal, worldly kingdom with its presence.   
 
To take it even a step further, Romans 13 gives us no doubt: “Everyone must submit himself to the governing 
authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established.  The authorities that exist have been 
established by God.  Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has 
instituted…”  When the two kingdoms conflict, we choose our Lord.  Always and forever.  But when the 
worldly kingdoms administer laws that do not conflict with God’s Laws, then we humbly recognize those 
authorities which the Lord has placed over us. 
 
Today, Mayor Ethan Berkowitz issued an executive order which temporarily bans all events and gatherings of 
50 or more people in an effort to curb the spread of COVID-19.  Our worship services are affected by this order. 
 
This is not an infringement on our freedom to exercise our religion.  It’s a temporary public safety measure 
within this worldly kingdom we live in, and we will respect this.  More info to follow, but suffice it to say, our 
community worship life (all Sunday/Wednesday activities) will move online for the time being.  Fire up our 
website or Facebook for videos you can use, together with your church family, in worshipping our Lord.  Use 
this time to lead your family in worship.  The planned Voter’s Meeting is also canceled.  Smaller activities will 
be fairly discretional at this point, and we’ll advise you of any other changes as they occur.  Please don’t 
hesitate to reach out to your church if you have any needs – physical or spiritual.  Remember those you know, 
and offer your loving assistance.  This is a time when the love of Christ can certainly bind us together in unique 
ways as we seek to glorify His name in the face of fear, while we boldly love and serve our neighbor.  God is 
good! 
 

It’s all about Jesus, 
 

Pastor James 
 


