INTRO - | have a somewhat sad story about some friends. When | was in high school, after one of my friends and
his girlfriend mutually broke up, another friend of mine asked her out on a date. We were all together. Her reply
was, “l think I’'m washing my hair that night.” Now thatis an excuse if | ever heard one. She could have gone, but
obviously did not want to do so. In factit was a somewhat painful experience for me to watch and for the friend
who was told no.

I. Did you listen to today’s Gospel Lesson and hear the excuses?

A. ¥As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” *®And Jesus
said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his
head.” **To another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, let me first go and bury my father.” ®°/And Jesus
said to him, “Leave the dead to bury their own dead. But as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of

God.” ¢'Yet another said, “l will follow you, Lord, but let me first say farewell to those at my home.” ®2Jesus
said to him, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.”

1. Let me bury my father. Let me first say farewell.

2. Those don’t seem unreasonable in some ways. But, they are reasons these people were not wholeheartedly
ready to follow Jesus.

3. They have excuses.

B. In numerous verses Jesus says that the greatest commandment is to “Love the Lord your God with all your
heart, all your soul, all your strength, and all your mind,” and the second is like it, Love your neighbor as you
love yourself.

1. Do you, do we love Jesus with our whole heart? Do we follow when he calls? Or, do we have excuses?

2. Do we have reasons we cannot be in worship. “I’m up late on Saturday night?” Do we have reasons we don’t
give as we think the Lord would want us to give? Do we have a reason not to love or forgive our enemies? Do we
have a reason not to obey certain commandments? Do we have excuses?

3. Amember of an AMC mission team asked me yesterday, “What are you preaching on?” | told them. Their reply
was, “Oh, people have LOTS of excuses!”

C. Doyouremember the problem in Revelation for Laodicea? 151 know your deeds, that you are neither cold
nor hot. | wish you were either one or the other! 16 So, because you are lukewarm-- neither hot nor cold-
-l am about to spit you out of my mouth.

1. Are we half-hearted believers?
2. DO we have excuses for not whole-heartedly following Jesus?

3. The truth is that all of us have failed to love God with our whole heart.

II. But, do you know who had no excuses? Listen to the first verse of our Gospel lesson. *"When the days drew
near for [Jesus] to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem.

A. Jesus knew what was waiting for Him in Jerusalem. He had told his disciples he would be betrayed, suffer and
die, and rise. Jesus knew he would suffer and die.



2. But, Jesus did not have an excuse. He knew what was coming and we are told he set His face. He went right to
the reason He had come, no matter the price.

B. Jesus did not act in selfish self interest. He acted in love
1. This is not just an example for us. It is a gift, the greatest gift we ever received.
2. Jesus left heaven and came to earth knowing he would suffer and die.
3. He did it to save us. NO EXCUSES!

4. We face pain in our lives, because of sin - our sin and sin in the world. We face death. We face
condemnation. But, Jesus set his face toward Jerusalem to save us, FOR US, NO EXCUSES.

Ill. There are examples of people who have seemingly at least, forsaken all to follow Jesus. This past weekin my
devotions | read about the widow and her mite. Jesus says she gave everything. Perhaps you heard of Dr. Albert
Schweitzer. He was a world renowed Doctor, organist, and theologian. But, he gave it all up to go to Africaas a
missionary. That’s quite a sacrifice. Or, in our time Mother Theresa went to Calcutta to work among the poorest of
the poor, and to live with them. That is following Jesus. How about the disciplew who left everything and followed
Jesus even to death?

A. Why would they sacrifice like this?
1. They knew the greater sacrifice of Jesus.
2. Jesus loved them, so they loved Him.
3. They loved him, and they followed.

B. Do YOU know Jesus’ sacrifice?

1. Doyou know that He knew what was in Jerusalem, He knew the lies, the betrayal, the beating, the injustice, the
cross, the suffering, and the death.

2. Doyou know that, nevertheless, Jesus set His face for the suffering and death of Jerusalem?
3. Do you know that Jesus did that for US!

C. When we know the commitment Jesus has for us, we want to follow Him.

1. When we KNOW that Jesus loved us to the point of sacrifice, we want to love Him.
2. He had no excuses when it came to saving us.

3. We have a reason, and a desire to follow Him!

CONCLUSION - The beginning verse of today’s Gospel lesson, verse 51, is one seemingly unimportant
verse. *'When the days drew near for [Jesus] to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. BUT, when we
know Jesus set his face for Jerusalem, we want to set our face to follow Him, wherever He leads.



