
INTRO - In 1992 I went to the National Youth Gathering in New Orleans with a group from St. John in Palmer.  The 
Alaska Group wanted to go the beach afterward and asked me to help, so we went to Pensacola.  I got out of my 
rental car on the beach and, well, there had been some planning behind the scenes I didn’t know about.  There 
waiting for me to disembark were my mother and my sister.  We had moved to Alaska the year before, and had not 
seen my parents or siblings since the move.  In fact, we did not travel to Florida until 1994.  But there on the 
beach, totally unexpected, I was surprised by family I loved.  In those days I did not have a cell phone.  But, I did 
call my wife nevertheless and tell her about my joyful surprise. When were you surprised by joy? When has the 
love of God caught your breath and lifted your heart? 

  

I.  Please consider the account of today’s Gospel lesson. 

A.  This was in the region of Gedara, the region of the Gerasenes, across the Sea of Galilee.  This was a Gentile 
region. 

1.  There are some miserable people in the Bible.  Job comes to mind.  But perhaps no one is described more 
miserably than this man. 

2.  He was possessed not by a demon, but by a legion of demons. He lived among the tombs and graces and ran 
around naked.          The people of the town were afraid of him and sought to bind him with chains, but he broke the 
chains. 

3.  Totally separated from his family and friends, living in terror and misery, can you think of anyone more 
miserable? 

B.  There are more surprises to this story.  we are told that when Jesus and His disciples arrived in this land, they 
were met by this man who cried out. 

1.  When Jesus commanded the demons to come out of the man, they begged not to be sent back to hell, that is 
scary. 

2.  He allowed the demons to go into a herd of swine, unclean swine.  And they rushed to the lake and 
drowned.  What about the herders who lost their investments, their livlihood? 

3.  But, surprising to the people of the town, the man was sitting at Jesus’ feet, clothed, in his right mind.  Did you 
hear their respond?  In many other locations when Jesus healed someone the people flocked to Him.  Here, the 
reactionof the  town was totally different.   37Then all the people of the surrounding country of the Gerasenes 
asked him to depart from them, for they were seized with great fear. So he got into the boat and 
returned.  Instead of flocking to Jesus they asked Him to leave.  Another surprise. 

C.  Now consider the reaction of the previously possessed many. 38The man from whom the demons had gone 
begged that he might be with him, 

1.  Jesus did something different here too.  Usually Jesus told those he had healed, “Don’t tell anyone.”  He didn’t 
want the attention of the leaders to detract from his ministry. 

2.  But, in verses 38 and 39 we are told, but Jesus sent him away, saying, 39“Return to your home, and declare 
how much God          has done for you.” The fomerly possessed man gets to go home!  

3.  We are told of the man, And he went away, proclaiming throughout the whole city how much Jesus had 
done for him. 



D. But listen deeper. 

                 1.  Jesus had said “declare how much GOD has done for you.”  

                  2.  We are told the healed man proclaimed throughout the whole city how much JESUS had done.   

                 3. His miracle led him to believe Jesus is God, to be surprised by the joy of God’s love 

4.  Imagine, God came to him, a man possessed by demons, in a Gentile land, in a land of unclean swine, to an 
unclean graveyard!  The MAN’S surprise was . . . JESUS! 

  

II. Do you know who C.S. Lewis is, or was.  He was a lanaguage professor at Oxford and Cambridge, a very well-
known and respected Christian author.  His Narnia Chronicles seems to me like a Christian “Harry Potter.”  He 
wrote a book defending and explaining Christianity entitled, “Mere Christianity.” Many are attracted to his book, 
“The Screwtape Letters,” about one devil encouraging another in his temptations of a man. Yet this well-known 
Christian author began his life as an atheist. In 1952 he wrote a book describing how he came to faith in 1931.  The 
title of his book is, “Surprised by Joy.”  As the Gerasene demoniac was surprised and brought to faith in Jesus.  The 
love of God surprised Lewis and brought Him joy. So he wrote and wrote and wrote about the love with which God 
surprised him. 

A.  My question today for you comes from Jesus’ command to the healed man.  “declare how much GOD has 
done for you.”  WHAT     HAS GOD, WHAT HAS JESUS DONE FOR YOU!? 

1.  We know that rebellion and sin in life has led to pain, to suffering, to condemnation, and death.  But Jesus died 
on the cross and forgives us.  Jesus rose and offers eternal life after death.  Have you received peace in difficult 
times?  Have you received hope for eternity? Have you known love because Jesus died for you? Knowing you 
deserve God’s wrath what strikes you? WHAT HAS GOD, how HAS JESUS SURPRISES YOU!? 

2.  Have you faced a problem which you brought to the Lord in prayer?  An illness? A family problem?  Financial 
struggles?  Have you received an answer for your prayers, maybe one you did not even expect.  WHAT HAS GOD, 
WHAT HAS JESUS DONE FOR YOU!?  How has he surprised you with love? 

3.  Have you tackled a difficult task? Sought to serve the Lord and seen amazing fruit?  Has your work or efforts 
blessed others.    WHAT HAS GOD, WHAT HAS JESUS DONE FOR YOU!?  How has he surprised you with love? 

         B.  Or, maybe in a moment of grief, or turmoil God came to you. 

                 1.  Did a Bible verse share exactly what you needed to hear? 

                 2.  Did the Lord’s Supper give you forgiveness in a time of guilt? 

                 3.  Did your baptism remind you that your are chosen and loved? 

4.  WHAT HAS GOD, WHAT HAS JESUS DONE FOR YOU!?  How has he surprised you with love? 

  

III.  In our recent Convention one of the presenters said, “If you saw a good movie, or ate at a good restaurant, I 
couldn’t keep you quiet. As you consider WHAT HAS GOD, WHAT HAS JESUS DONE FOR YOU!?  How has he 
surprised you with love?  Remember the rest of Jesus’ words. “declare how much GOD has done for you.” 

A.  This isn’t a forced, rehearsed, theological discourse. This is sharing joy in our relationship with Jesus. 



1.  Have you shared Jesus’ blessings with your family and friends, with those at work?  With your neighbors?  The 
words of Jesus also apply to us.  “declare how much GOD has done for you.” 

2.  Have you sat down with your children and shared your struggles and the surprising blessings which 
followed? “declare how much GOD has done for you.” 

3.  Have you sat on a plane and visited with someone and the topic comes up, “declare how much GOD has 
done for you.” 

B.  We don’t start with an idea, we start with a person, with Jesus.  What Has He done for you? 

  

CONCLUSION - We heard a story at the convention.  I have a picture of the story.  I’m not sure I have the details 
right, but I’ll share what I remember. It seems a church in Spokane was near some immigrants from the Marshall 
Islands.  They came to church to see if they could use some space and talked to the pastor.  The man who came 
heard about Jesus.  He wanted to be baptized.  But, he didn’t keep it to himself.  He told others in his 
community.  70 people were baptized, and the man is now becoming a Specific Ministry pastor.  A choir from this 
group closed the convention we attended yesterday.  I have pictures. The man heard good news.  He was 
surprised by the love of God.  He did what Jesus calls.  “declare how much GOD has done for you.”  What has 
God done for you in Jesus? 

 


