Gospel - Luke 18:1-8

1[Jesus] told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and not lose
heart. He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor respected
man. 3And there was a widow in that city who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Give me justice
against my adversary.” *For a while he refused, but afterward he said to himself, ‘Though |
neither fear God nor respect man, >yet because this widow keeps bothering me, | will give her
justice, so that she will not beat me down by her continual coming.”” ®And the Lord said, “Hear
what the unrighteous judge says. “And will not God give justice to his elect, who cry to him day
and night? Will he delay long over them? 8| tell you, he will give justice to them speedily.
Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?”

INTRO - When | was a teenager in Florida | babysat for the Richards family down the

street. They had 3 children. The youngest was 5 year old Andrew, or Drew. Tragically, Drew
came down with brain cancer and died as a child. Dr. Richards was a counselor who ran the
local suicide prevention phone center where | volunteered. He was understandably
devastated. In fact, this family had regularly attended Christian worship. Yet after this death
Dr. Richards told people, in his devastation, “I no longer believe in God.” We can understand
the heartbreak the family felt.

I. Jesus warns against heartbreak, against losing heart in today’s Gospel. We read in verse
1, I[Jesus] told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and not lose
heart.
A. When we pray it is because we trust God, we have hope.
1. When a child falls and scrapes their knee, when their knee is bleeding, they
run to mom, or to dad. They trust them and believe they love them, and will
help.
2. Jesus calls his children always to pray, always to go to our heavenly father
because we trust Him and we believe He does love us and He will listen. Jesus
calls us to go to our Heavenly Father because we believe He will help.
B. Yet, sometimes we may wonder.
1. We have loved ones who are struck ill, for example, in the last 2 weeks my
sister’s 97 year old mother-in-law had a urinary tract infection, which led to her
falling and breaking a hip. Her heart gave out and she had pneumonia. She died
this past week. Death is difficult, like with the Richards’ family.
2. We have friends here at Our Redeemer who have faced unwanted illness, or
tragic death.
3. What about the hostages in Israel, some being returned, who did not asked to
be kidnapped? What about the people in the Ukraine? How about the people in
North Carolina affected by the hurricane last September. How about the folks in
Western Alaska with the storms. All of these people may wonder why did this
happen. They may wonder if there is a God.
C. But Jesus calls people to keep hoping, keep believing, and to keep praying.
1. Jesus tells the parable of the unjust judge, who finally answered the woman
because of her persistence.



2. Did you catch Jesus’ comparison? “Hear what the unrighteous judge

says. ’And will not God give justice to his elect, who cry to him day and night?
Will he delay long over them? 8| tell you, he will give justice to them speedily.
3. We don’t have to deal with an unrighteous Judge. We have a loving, slow to
anger Father in heaven, who even sent His Son for us. He will answer. Jesus calls
us, in the trials of life, when we are wondering about where God is, to trust

him. If the unrighteous Judge listened, how much more will your loving heavenly
Father listen.

II. How many parents have warned their children, do not experiment with drugs? How many
kids know what is right, and even want to do the right thing, but still give in when
tempted? How many of us know what we are supposed to do, and want to do it, yet fail?
A. Jesus tells the parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and not lose
heart.
1. But, then after telling the parable he asks the question, Nevertheless, when
the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth”
2. Jesus has encouraged the people to keep praying, and not to lose heart. He
has reminded them that their heavenly father is no unjust, but is loving.
3. But like children who don’t listen to parents about drugs, God’s people do not
always listen when they are told, “God loves you. God hears your prayers and
He answers you. God does take care of you. Keep trusting and hoping and
praying”
B. So, sometimes we do lose heart.
1. Sometimes we are hurt so much we cannot trust again. Thomas was like that
at the death of Jesus.
2. Some people who experience divorce have trouble ever loving again.
C. But, if we doubt God, if we turn from God it hurts us.
1. We miss the help of God for this life. He really is there to love and to help. But
if we turn away we miss the Father’s help in this world.
2. If we doubt, we endanger our eternal welfare.
3. Doubt or unbelief, losing heart, that hurts US.

. When my mom died, my dad was devastated. He had cared for her inill health for 22 years,
but, she was a rock for him. He visited her grave regularly. The day he died our family went to
the funeral home. A lady from the cemetery was there. |told her, “You might have seen
him. He visited the grave most days.” She asked, “Did he drive a brown toyota?” We replied,
“Yes.” She replied, “He wasn’t there MOST days, he was there EVERY day, and sometimes more
than once.” My dad was devastated, but he kept going. In his grief he knew they had been
blessed with 58 years of marriage, and he would see her again in heaven. He kept trusting God.
A. When life threatens to discourage, to steal our hope, to make us wonder where God
is, what do we cling to?
1. How about this? You know the Apostles Creed. “He was crucified, died and
was buried. On the 3™ day he rose again from the dead?” We cling to Jesus’
victory over the things which devastate us.



2. How about Romans 5:8? God shows his love for us in that while we were still
sinners, Christ died for us. Even our sin cannot separate us from the love of God
when we trust Him.
3. Sinis real we we have pain and death. Jesus died. But He died in love for us,
and we can cling to that truth. He rose again, and has defeated sin and
death. THAT is why we Jesus calls always to pray and do not lose heart.
B. You and | do and will face trouble, disappointment, injustice, loss.

1. lalso like the words of Jesus in John 16:3. In the world you will have

tribulation. But take heart; | have overcome the world."

2. Jesus has overcome the evil and injustice against us.

3. Jesus has overcome our failure and sin. God always loves us in Jesus and we

can always go to Him.

CONCLUSION - So, Jesus message to a world of sin and evil, [Jesus] told them a parable to the
effect that WE ought always to pray and not lose heart.



