INTRO - I have not yet shared a fish story with you, but | love to fish, and my sermons are known to include such
illustrations. | have a question for you, and | don’t have an answer. It’s a mystery for me. Why do fish bite
sometimes, and other times do not bite? A number of years ago | took our St. John DCE fishing for silver salmon
on the Little Su. We worked hard, and | caught my limit, but, in spite of many efforts, Ethan only caught 1 fish. We
finished and went home. But, the next day | went back again to the same place we started the day before. The
first cast | caught a nice silver. In less than an hour | had my limit, and | caught my wife’s limit with her proxy. Four
fish in less than an hour. One day later in the same place. Why do fish bite one day, and not another? It’s a
mystery.

I. Did you sense any mysteries in todays’ readings.

A. In our Gospel lesson, after a conflicted interaction between Jesus and the Jewish religious leaders, Jesus
makes the following statement. “Truly, truly, | say to you, before Abraham was, | am.”

1. Doyou understand what Jesus is saying? He is saying He is not only the son of Mary, and a man. Jesus is God
and existed with God before he was born. As God He knew Abraham, He was before him.

2. But how can this be? Do you understand? It’s a mystery. The person of God, and of Jesus is the greatest
mystery on earth.

3. No wonder the Jews picked up stones to throw at Jesus.

B. Did you listen to the second lesson from Acts 2, from Peter’s Pentecost Day sermon beginning in verse

31? David *'he foresaw and spoke about the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to Hades,
nor did his flesh see corruption. 32This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses. **Being
therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy
Spirit, he has poured out this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing.

1. This says that Jesus is the Christ, whom God raised from the dead. He sits at the right hand of God and poured
out the Holy Spirit.

2. This is actually part of what we confess in the Creed. But do you understand how God raised Jesus? Do you
understand Him atthe right hand of God? Do you understand the Holy Spirit?

3. This is a mystery. We can believe what we are told, but we can’t understand HOW it happens.

C. On this Trinity Sunday | want to share with you another verse about the mystery of God. 2 Corinthians 13:14
reveals to us, these truths. ' The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. This verse is perhaps the shortest summary of God, of one Lord and three

persons. We learn the following.

1. God gives grace, His forgiveness and salvation in Jesus. God loves us the Father. God gifts fellowship or
oneness with God and with others through the Spirit.

2. For sinners, God comes, assures, strengthens. How does God do this? We are not God. Itis a mystery.



3. Ilooked at the Greek. There is no verb in this verse, it is understand. It can be understood BE with you in the
FUTURE, or it can be understood IS with you RIGHT NOW. In other words, for whatever we need, God is there,
with grace, with love, with fellowship.

4. My friend, Pastor Todd Roeske who was Director of AMC used to say not, “God BE with you,” but “God IS with
you.” Thatis God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Il. We talked mysteries at the beginning of our message today. How about some modern day mysteries?

A. Can anyone understand the conflict between the Jews of Israel and Arab people, or Palestinian people, or the
muslim people  and how to solve this conflict?

1. Many of the best minds and best leaders have tried to bring peace. And this week bombings have broken out
again.
2. We don’t understand the problem, but God is what we need, even if He works in ways we don’t understand.

3. I cantell you this. For the Israelite conflict ' The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with / or is with you all.

B. Does anyone know how to solve the problem of poverty?

1. There have been multiple efforts under many leaders and administrations in the US, through the UN. It seems
the more programs we have and the more we spend the worst the problem gets. | remember in the 60's President
Lyndon Johnson’s Great Society whose goal was to “end poverty in our time.” How did that go?

2. We don’t understand the problem, but God is what we need, even if He works in ways we don’t understand.

3. Icantell you this. For the problem of poverty, ' The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with / or is with you all.

C. How about other problems. How can we deal with the problems of substance abuse? Or greed? Or broken
families? Or political division? Or, You name it!

1. We don’t understand the problem, but God is what we need, even if He works in ways we don’t understand.

2. I cantell you this. For all our problems, ' The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with / or is with you all.

CONCLUSION - Today is Father’s Day. | recently read a quote from Billy Graham “A good father is one of the
most unsung, unpraised, unnoticed, and yet one of the most valuable assets in our society.” Guess what, we
have a heavenly Father who is there for us in what we need, even if we don’t understand how He works. '* The
grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with / or is with
you all. We can face life with the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit.



