Sermon- Ruth 1:1-19
October 12, 2025

INTRO - One of the best known Biblical stories, not only for Christians, but throughout western
culture, is the story of the Good Samaritan. There are Good Samaritan counseling centers, Good
Sam camping groups, and Good Samaritan laws to protect those who stop to help someone in
need.

So, you know this parable from Luke 10. A Jewish man was attacked and robbed and
beaten as he traveled from Jerusalem to Jericho. The surprise in the story is who it was who
helped the wounded man. A priest and a Levite, two church workers, saw the man but did not
stop help him. Think, do you personally always pick up a hitchhiker? But the one who did help
was a Samaritan. Samaritans were looked down on, hated even, because the Northern kingdom
of Israel had not been totally faithful in worship to God. But, the person you would not expect to
show mercy and love, was the person who did so.

I. Do you know that we can call Ruth the Good Samaritan of the Old Testament?
A. You heard the chapter 1 account of Ruth. She was from Moab.

1. The Moabites were related to the Israelites, but not children of Abraham. In
fact, when they Israelites were entering the promised land from the Exodus, the
Moabites opposed Israel, and led them into sin and idolatry. You remember
Balaam and his donkey? Israelites looked down on, hated even, those from Moab.
2. But Naomi and her family were in Moab because of a famine in
Bethlehem. When Ruth’s husband AND her two sons had died, and the famine
was over, Ruth told her daughters-in-law to return to their families.
3. Life had been hard, very hard on Naomi. She was now a widow. Where
would she live? Who would provide for her? No wonder in the rest of chapter 1
Naomi tells family and friends when she returns to Bethlehem, 20 "Don't call
me Naomi," she told them. ""Call me Mara, because the Almighty has made
my life very bitter. 21 I went away full, but the LORD has brought me back
empty. Why call me Naomi? The LORD has afflicted me; the Almighty has
brought misfortune upon me."

B. But look what Ruth does for Naomi. When Ruth’s sister-in -law does return to her

family Ruth says, “Do not urge me to leave you or to return from following you. For

where you go I will go, and where you lodge I will lodge. Your people shall be my

people, and your God my God. "Where you die I will die, and there will I be buried.

May the Lord do so to me and more also if anything but death parts me from you.”
1. These are such words of commitment and love are often used in wedding

ceremonies.
2. Ruth is like the Old Testament Good Samaritan. Exceptional love is shown
from the place not expected. The woman from Mob shows sacrificial love to the
widow from Israel.
3. We are told at the end of our reading.'’So the two of them went on until they

came to Bethlehem.

4. Unexpected Love is shown from the unexpected person.
C. Why did a lady from Moab show such love to a woman from Israel, even though she
was her mother-in-law?



1. Consider what Ruth tells Naomi. For where you go I will go, and where you
lodge I will lodge. Your people shall be my people, and your God my God.
2. The verse does not elaborate, but Naomi has come to know the Lord, the God
of Israel, the one who brought the Israelites out of Egypt in the Exodus.
3. The love of God changes hearts, and those hearts show unexpected love to
unexpected people.
4. Naomi had come to know Naomi’s God, the true God, the Lord of Israel.

II. Where can WE get this kind of unexpected love for unexpected people? My wife and I have
both recently laughed at ourselves. We looked for our glasses. It turned out they were right
there on our head, for each of us. We ALREADY HAD what we are looking for. Where can we
get this kind of unexpected love to share with unexpected people? In truth, you already have it.
A. Consider just a couple of verses about love.
1. In John 1:9-10 we read about Jesus, ° The true light, which gives light to
everyone, was coming into the world. ! He was in the world, and the world
was made through him, yet the world did not know him. Did you hear that?
The world rejected jesus. Now consider John 3:16. "For God so loved the
world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not
perish but have eternal life. God gave unexpected love, His Son, to unexpected
people, the world, those who rejected Him. Guess what, we are part of the
world. God has shown unexpected love also to us.
2. Consider 1 John 4. 1% In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he
loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. !! Beloved, if
God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. Love doesn’t start with us.
Love which changes lives starts with God, God for us.
B. You and I are sinful.
1. We have followed our own desires instead of the guidance and law of God. We
want to be in charge, instead of God being Lord of our lives. It shows in hatred,
in anger, in greed.
2. But the Lord, against whom we have rebelled, against whom we have sinned,
the Lord gave His Son. His Son died.
3. Where can we get this kind of unexpected love for unexpected people? We
already have it from God, BECAUSE OF JESUS.

CONCLUSION - Let’s go back to Ruth. We aren’t told she had a difficult time of considering
and struggling about what to do. Ruth had learned God’s love. God’s love worked in her
heart. Ruth, the Moabite woman, gave unexpected love to someone not of her nation, a woman
from Israel, because God was working in Ruth.

Where can we get this kind of unexpected love for unexpected people? In truth, you
already have that love for yourselves in Jesus, so you can share it with others.



